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John Blatchley’s Masterpiece — from the ROLLS-ROYCE BULLETIN, July 1956: 


A SILVER CLOUD 
at Moor Park, 
Rickmansworth. 


ELEGANCE AND UTILITY. One of the new Bentley ‘ S’ models. 
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One of John Blatchley’s lesser known tasks as Rolls-Royce Ltd's chief stylist in the early post-war period was 
the styling of the proposed ‘Junior Range’ cars. The Company believed that the demand for large, thirsty 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars during that austere period would be very limited. That prediction tumed out 
to be wrong, and the junior car project was quietly dropped before being implemented. This is John 
Blatchley's design for a Junior Bentley, dubbed ‘{] Mk.'. Three Experimental Bentleys to this design were 
built, each powered by a six-cylinder engine, the first of less than two litres capacity, then increased to 2'/4 
litres, but all were scrapped. There was even a short-lived plan for an still smaller car, powered by a four- 
cylinder engine of |'/2 litre capacity. Essentially, the the Junior car's styling was a scaled down Bentley 
Mk Vi standard steel saloon, though the addition of a swageline in the front wing will be noted. This is a 
photograph of the original taken by your Editor. 
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fl The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Plc. Derby, England. 
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PRACCLARVM 


All views expressed in PRAECLARUM 
are those of the individual writers. 


90 years young 


PRAECLARUM congratulates a fine 
gentleman, John Blatchley, on his 90th 
birthday last month. 

For the benefit of new members, John 
Blatchley, or ‘JPB’ in Rolls-Royce parlance, 
was Chief Designer at Gurney Nutting in 
the late 1930s, designing some of the most 
striking and elegant coachwork ever to 
grace Rolls-Royce and Bentley chassis. 
After the War, with Rolls-Royce venturing 
into building complete cars under one roof 
for the first time, he was the logical choice 
to become the Company’s first Chief 
Styling Engineer, perfecting the styling of 
the Company’s first standard steel saloon 
body for the Bentley Mk VI (and later the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Dawn) and amending it 
in 1952 to become the R-type (and ‘long 
boot’ Silver Dawn). JPB was also deeply 
involved in the Bentley Continental project 
and was responsible for the styling of the 
Park Ward two-door saloon and drophead 
coupé bodies for the R-type and S1 
Continental models, as well as for the 
Silver Cloud & Bentley S Series standard 
saloons, the Park Ward Phantom V and the 
later Mulliner Park Ward Phantoms V and 
Vi. 

When monocoque construction was 
adopted for the Silver Shadow and Bentley 
T Series cars, JPB rose to the occasion and 
designed a body that was smaller yet 


Your Editor in the presence of greatness 


roomier and with greatly increased luggage 
capacity. He retired in 1969. 

John Blatchley is almost certainly our 
last link with the pre-war coachbuilding 
trade. Without doing a count, it would 
probably be safe to say that he was 
responsible for the styling of well over half 
the cars in this Club. He has brought a 
great deal of aesthetic pleasure to owners 
and casual High Street observers alike. His 
superlative designs are instantly recognis- 
able all over the world. 


There was to have been a Rolls-Royce version of our front cover car in the proposed post-war junior Range’. 
In John Blatchley's lovely watercolour of ‘RRif Mk!’ it looks very like a short-boot Silver Dawn. However, the 
Junior’ car was considerably smaller overall and was powered by a 2’/; litre six-cylinder engine. We learn 
from lan Rimmer's fine book Rolls-Royce and Bentley Experimental Cars that one Experimental car was 
built, but it was scrapped along with its Bentley counterparts after the project was cancelled. 
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with John Blatchley at his home in England last (northern) 
summer. Photograph by David Thurlow (A.C.1.) 


Le Mans win 


Congratulations are also due to Team 
Bentley, whose brace of Bentley Speed 8 
cars achieved first and second place in this 
year’s Le Mans 24-hour Race in a win 
redolent of the glory days of the 1920s, 
when repeated Bentley triumphs at Le 
Mans were the stuff of legends. 

The Speed 8 cars were built by a 
Norfolk firm, Racing Technology (as were 
certain other cars in the Race) and have no 
obvious engineering or philosophical links 
to Rolls-Royce, though there is a corp- 
orate link in that Team Bentley was creat- 
ed by the Company before it was renamed 
Bentley Motors Ltd and was still Rolls- 
Royce. 

First place driver Guy Smith said “I hope 
that today | have repaid their (Bentley 
Motors’) faith in me”, to which second 
place driver David Brabham added “This is 
my best result at Le Mans and I’m delighted it 
came when driving for a British marque”. 

Last year’s winner, Audi, came in three 
laps behind the Bentleys, in third place. 


Two new Life Members 


While we're on congratulations, the 
Federal Council, meeting in York W.AA. 
during the Federal Rally, created two 
new Honorary Life Members. 

The first of these was Roger Fry, whose 
work for the Western Australia Branch 
and the movement as a whole was 
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appropriately recognised. 

The second new Honorary Life 
Member, lan Dunn, is perhaps less well 
known despite having served as Federal 
Secretary and President. That can be 
attributed to the fact that lan is of that rare 
but invaluable breed, the quiet achiever. A 
list of ways in which lan has contributed 
and continues to contribute to the well- 
being of the Club would be a very long one 
indeed. 


Mystery MPW craftsman 


Neil McLean (W.A.) has advised that 
the unidentified Phantom VI craftsman 
seen in the picture on page 4084 (bottom) 
in our last issue is Steve Newlands. Neil 
knows this to be true as he knows Steve, 
who now lives in Perth, W.A. and runs a 
coachwork business there. See photo- 
graph at the bottom of this page. 


‘Chassis Plate’ 


With this issue of PRAECLARUM you 
will have received the latest edition of 
Chassis Plate, our register of members and 
their motor cars. 

Thanks are due to our Federal Registrar 
and Chassis Plate Editor David Vann who 


Roger Fry (WA), photographed during the 1999 Federal Rally in Canberra at 
the wheel of Victoria Branch member John Smith’s 1924 Silver Ghost (587M), 
the tourer coachwork of which is one of Roger's creations. Roger was recently 
elevated by his peers to Honorary Life Membership of the Club. 


> Left: in this picture from our last 
issue, Steve Newlands, who 
now practices his skills in Perth 
WA,, is seen building Phantom 
VI coachwork at Mulliner Park 
Ward in London in the 1980s. 
This limousine coachwork is a 
John Blatchley design. 


The Silver Shadow and Bentley T Series two-door cars by HJ. Mulliner, Park Ward Ltd represent John 
Blatchley's final design before his retirement. Introduced in 1966 (two-door saloon) and 1967 (drophead 
coupé), they were improved in 1971, becoming the Corniche, while the Bentley drophead version was 
dubbed Continental from 1984 in a shrewd revival of an evocative model name. Your Editor recently 
received a visit from N.S.W. Branch members Eric Lang and Steve McDonald in Steve's 1966 Bentley T 
(CBH1672), here showing off the timelessly elegant lines. Photograph by the Editor. 


has again produced a magnificent edition as 
well as a most useful one. In fact, it is more 
than merely useful. In a Club such as ours 
it is an indispensable tool for knowing who 
your fellow members are and what car(s) 


they own, and for locating them. You will 
also notice that some useful features of 
earlier editions of Chassis Plate have re- 
turned to this new edition. 

Martin Bennett 


This delightful photograph, taken by South Australian Branch Secretary Carol 
van der Pennen at the Branch’s Annual Presentation Dinner on July 8th, shows 
Honorary Life Member Eric Rainsford and his wife Beryl, this year's winners of 
the Sir Henry Royce Foundation Trophy for excellence following the ideals of 
Sir Henry Royce. The unique perpetual Trophy may be seen on the table and 
Beryl is holding the recipients’ permanent keepsake plaque. 
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Phantom dealer 


Rolls-Royce Sydney dealer Trivett 
Classic released on June 2nd 2003 
the new Rolls-Royce Phantom “at a 
small function for the rich and famous” 
on Sydney's ‘A’ list (according to the 
Sydney Morning Herald). Those invit- 
ed included Club members John 
Sheehy, Peter Moran, John Vawser, 
Michele Bussell and myself. The 
French champagne flowed and the car 
presented well. This was still a pre- 
production prototype vehicle for deal- 
er demonstration with the ultimate 


fate of being crushed. 


2003 Austrian Alpine Trial 


From all accounts the Austrian 
Alpine Trial re-enactment for Silver 
Ghosts was an outstanding success. 
Diana Jones has very kindly offered to 
write an article on this event with 
photographs for 
PRAECLARUM. We also are grateful to 
New South Wales Branch President 


Jeanne Eve who presented daily, on 


publication in 


the Club website, a most interesting 
commentary of their travels on this 


exciting adventure. 


Registers 


The Registers are busy. I enjoyed 
the Bowral Highland Fling weekend of 
Shadow, 

At the 
Saturday evening dinner function the 
Club's 
Samuels was guest speaker and spoke 


the Register for Silver 


Bentley T & Derivatives. 


Founding Secretary Paul 


on the formation of our Club. Also 
present was another Foundation 
Member Margaret Gillings. (Barrie 
Gillings was still returning home from 
the ‘Alpine’.) In my vote of thanks I 
said that without Paul’s input the 
Club we know would not exist, to- 
gether with the preservation of our 
cars, and all the great friendships we 
have would never have occurred. We 
owe the Foundation Members a debt 
of gratitude. I then took the oppor- 
tunity to thank retiring Silver Shadow 
Registrar John Begg for his great 


work, and introduced his successor 
Nick Lang of Victoria. 

For the 20/25, 25/30 & Wraith 
Register, at the Bowral dinner I was 
pleased to announce the appointment 
as joint Registrars David Axe and Bob 
Roberts. Fortuitously, both David and 
Bob were at the dinner. They are long- 
standing dedicated Club members 
who are very knowledgeable in all 
things Rolls-Royce and bring a wealth 
of knowledge to this Register. I know 
that they will be able to get this 
Register up and running. We wish 
them well and look forward to seeing 
this special group of cars proceeding 
to our rallies in increasing numbers. 

The Club is fortunate in having a 
lot of hard working Registrars organis- 
ing functions. Later this year two 
more Register events are planned. The 
first is the Silver Spirit, Bentley 
Mulsanne & Derivatives (“SMART”) 
Register meeting in late August in 
Griffith, N.S.W. The second is the 
Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley 
Mk VI/R-type Register in October, in 
the Southern Alps around Tumut. I 
encourage all members to take part in 


these Register events. 


Federal President’s Award 


There are Club members who con- 
tribute a tremendous amount of 
unrewarded and sometimes un- 
recognised hard work for the Club. 
None expect reward or payment of any 
sort, however I feel some form of 
recognition is appropriate for these 
few unsung heroes. A ‘thank you’ 
letter is not enough, and Honorary 
Life Membership is the ultimate level 
of recognition but not every person 
can attain this. I am therefore intro- 
ducing a ‘Federal President's Award’. 
This will be in the form of a nicely pre- 
sented certificate given in limited 
numbers to members who have 
worked above the call of duty for the 
Club. 


Bentley wins at Le Mans 
Bentley does it again! Yes Bentley 


won the 24 hour Le Mans for the sixth 
time in June 2003. Previous wins 
were in 1924, 1927, 1928, 1929 and 
1930. The Company formulated a 
three year plan culminating in this 
year’s victory. They finished third in 
2001 and fourth in 2002. It was a 
great victory, and everyone in our 
Club should be very proud of Bentley’s 
success. It proves that hard work and 
a good plan will pay dividends. The 
first new pre-production Bentley 
Continental GT has been viewed by 
many clients and Club members in 
July at Bentley of Sydney and Lance 
Dixon Bentley in Melbourne. Expect 
to see them on the road in limited 
numbers as deliveries of the first of 


these cars start soon. 


2004 events 


Next year I encourage all Club 
members to be part of the 2004 Rolis- 
Royce Centennial World Tour. 

Instead of the usual Overlanders, 
members can choose to travel to 
Cairns or Brisbane or Sydney or 
Canberra to spend time on the road 
with our international visitors and 
their cars. This is our best value op- 
tion to participate in a leg of the drive 
around the world. 

Everyone thought the new millenni- 
um was something special, well wait 
till the PRAECLARUM RALLY. 

The Victoria Branch is planning an 
international standard, once-in-a-life- 
time spectacular that would make the 
Y2K bug jealous. 


‘Chassis Plate’ 


With this issue of PRAECLARUM is 
your copy of Chassis Plate 2003. This 
substantial edition again incorporates 
a great deal of information that I 
thought would be useful for our 
members. Our sincere thanks go to 
Federal Registrar David Vann and Sue 
Dunstan for all their hard work in pro- 
ducing this excellent Club publica- 
tion. Enjoy. 

Yours in motoring, 


Bryan Inder 


4-03 4123 


ALL CLUB MEMBERS are cordially invited to the 


DAWN PATROL 


A Social Week-End (Mini-Overlander) 
by the Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type Register 


OCTOBER 3rd, 4th and 5th 
Note: Not October 25/26 in the Southern Alps as previously advised 


The above Register invites all Club members to join them at Tumut, midway 
between Sydney and Melbourne, specifically chosen to encourage members from 
south-eastern States to participate in two full days of socialising, and touring in the 
lovely Tumut Valley. 

Further, accommodation has also been secured at points to and from Tumut for 
those members who wish to extend the time together, and also to encourage 
members further a-field, to join this Mini-Overlander. 


Club members are required to make their own booking, and to 
confirm motel addresses. 


Some rooms have been reserved at special rates at each motel in the Club’s 
name. 

As this period is in school holidays and October 6th is a Public Holiday in 
N.S.W., early booking is encouraged, if not essential. Rooms can only be held for a 
limited period. 


October 

Thursday 2nd Goulburn Trappers Motel 02-4822-5445 
Friday 3rd Tumut Amaroo Motel 02-6947-7200 
Saturday 4th Tumut ditto 

Sunday 5th Tumut ditto 

Monday 6th Merimbula Black Dolphin Resort Motel 02-6495-1500 
Tuesday 7th Merimbula ditto 

Wednesday 8th Mollymook Mollymook Shores (On the beach) 02-4455-5888 


Please advise if attending: Lloyd Missen, ’Phone/FAX: 02-9958-2831. 
or Jack Godfrey: 02-9997-6780 or 0412-55-3907 


Proposed R.R.E.C. Tour of Borneo, 2005 


As the participants enjoyed the 2001 Tour of Malaysia, and as the Malaysian Government has indicated that they would be delighted for 
us to visit again, we are planning The Borneo Experience for February/March 2005. We are pleased to say that we are receiving whole- 
hearted support from the Governments of Malaysia and Brunei for this proposed venture. 

The Borneo Experience will be very different from the 2001 Tour of Malaysia as development of this part of the world is not as advanced 
and the pace of life is less frenetic. Having said that, Borneo is a place of great historical and cultural attraction and the peoples are 
delightfully charming and hospitable. While we shall be going back in time to some degree, the Hotels and service extended to us will be 
second to none. 

Planning is still in the early stage, but a rough idea of the 18 day programme is as follows: 

The Borneo Experience will commence in Sarawak, the home of the legendary Brooke family — the ‘White Rajahs of Sarawak’. 

5 nights in the Hilton Kuching with visits to various local places of interest including the Sarawak Cultural Village, the Orang Utan 
Wildlife Centre and a Land Dyak Longhouse. State functions with cars on display, and the Tour flagged off to the next destination. 

As the journey from Kuching to Miri is fairly long overnight stays will be necessary in or near Sibu and in Bintulu on the way to Miri. 

4 nights at the Rhiga Royal Hotel in Miri. Visits to the Mulu and Niah Caves. The Tour will then continue to Brunei. 

4 nights in The Empire, which must be one of the most spectacular hotels in the world. During our stay in the capital Bandar Seri Beqawan 
we hope to be able to have a glimpse into the garages of H.M. The Sultan of Brunei. After luxuriant relaxation, continue to Sabah. 

4 nights in a wonderful resort Hotel in Kota Kinabalu, overlooking the South China Sea and its breathtaking sunsets. Drive to the base of 
Mt Kinabalu and numerous other activities including a spectacular Gala Dinner before the cars are shipped home. 


Tf you think you would like to join The Borneo Experience and wish to receive further information as planning proceeds, please contact: 


Julia Smith at R.R.E.C. Tour Administration, P.O. Box 7009, Hook, Hampshire RG27 OXA England. 
Telephone: +44-1256-88-2823 FAX: +44-1256-88-2432 Email: borneo@netcomuk.co.uk 
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90 MILE STRAIGHT 


AUSTRALIA’S LONGEST STRAIGHT ROAD 
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Somehow ‘146.6 Kilometre Straight’ just doesn't sound the same! The Missen and McFarland Silver Dawns (SFC1 38 and SDB1 24) and some of 
the intrepid Sundowners at the landmark sign at the start of 90 Mile Straight on the Nullarbor Plain. 


The Sundowner Overlander 
to the Federal Rally in York, W.A. 


BY SHIRLEY MISSEN (N.S.W.) 
& VARIOUS PARTICIPANTS 


Do you want to enjoy driving your 
car? See the amazingly varied 
Australian countryside? Have a lot of 
fun? Make some new friends? Spend 
time with old friends and get to know 
them better? (One person I have 
known for many years as a rather 
quiet person has a wicked sense of 
humour). Do you want to hear some 
new jokes? If you answer ‘yes’ to any 
of these questions you should consid- 
er joining the Overlanders. 

You might learn something, too. 
e.g. 1. What to do if your Detroit Joint 
plays up! 2. Where would you find a 
grease gun suitable for use on a 1926 
Rolls-Royce 20 Horsepower for $25? 

This year, forty-seven people in 
twenty cars joined the Sundowner 
Overlander at various points and 
motored up to 5,000 km. (3,100 miles) 
to York, W.A. 


This is a selection of impressions of 
this journey according to different 
people who described daily runs. 


Narrandera to Swan Hill 

A clear and sunny day — and soon 
the boys were out tinkering with their 
cars, ready for our trip to Swan Hill, 
which we reached via Jerilderie, 
Deniliquin and Moulamein with the 
old timber courthouse reached by an 
old wooden bridge over the river and 
its very old wooden wharf. It is inter- 
esting to see how a once thriving river 
port had deteriorated to one old build- 
ing and a few houses and shops. 

This is a big rice-growing area and 
while many irrigation channels were 
full, most of the fields seemed to be 
unplanted and the rivers were small 
and sluggish. 


Swan Hill to Renmark 

After two days in Swan Hill our in- 
trepid band set out for Renmark. The 
Mathesons and Hiscoxs departed 


early — the Marshalls somewhat later 
due to a generator problem. We 
thought ‘Dr.’ (of car maintenance) Jeff 
Priddle was intending to travel in rev- 
erse to Renmark but he managed to 
find ‘D’ for ‘go forward’! 

Most of us called into Red Cliffs to 
see ‘Big Lizzie’ then on through the 
Mallee to have lunch at Werrimull 
Pub, very close to John Hiscox’s birth- 
place, thence to the Meringur Pioneer 
Museum. Photographs of John’s 
parents were used as models for stat- 
ic displays of pioneer life. The 
Museum (open air) was interesting, 
but hot and dusty and had millions of 
flies! All right, billions. 

John & Jeanne in their 20 h.p. had 
run out of petrol pre lunch (account- 
ing for a late arrival) and Mal & I made 
it into Renmark on a wing and a 
prayer (and our spare jerry can)! 

John Hiscox had arranged a pre- 
dinner game, which was fun but some 
puzzles were almost impossible for all 
but a few dedicated R-R/Bentley 
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‘nuts’ Bob  Boscoe won the 
Champagne and Merryl Godfrey and 
Larry Lim won pens. At dinner we cel- 
ebrated Bob Nicholson’s birthday (not 
his 21st). 

Bob Boscoe, Phyl Ling and Merryl 
and Jack Godfrey were noted for their 
effort in team uniform — they claim it 
was accidental! 

A relatively uneventful day enjoyed 
by all. 


Port Augusta to Port Lincoln 

Our first stop was Whyalla where 
we went to Hummock Hill Lookout 
which gave us marvellous views of the 
city, steelworks, wharves and beyond. 
We met up with Terry Ward in his 
Bentley Brooklands with St. James 
Red leather interior which is worthy of 
inspection as I think it’s a most 
attractive colour. 

Well! Was getting out of Whyalla a 
challenge? At one stage we were head- 
ing towards Iron Knob and Geoff said, 
“We are going in the wrong direction” 
so we did a ‘Uie’ (!! — Ed.) and headed 
back to town. We drove on without 
seeing a single sign until some kilo- 
metres out of town. 

After seeing one sign to Cowell, we 
had a snack lunch and caught up 
with the Rose tribe and Terry Ward 
again. 

Ever onward, we followed Helga to 
Arno Bay and did the town in ten min- 
utes, and detoured into Port Neill, also 
a wee ten-minute stop. Approaching 
Port Lincoln about five kilometres be- 
fore the motel, we caught up with 
Wallace & Kerry Moorhouse with 
Kerry driving. I decided not to over- 
take them in case I made a traffic 
misdemeanour as she had the back- 
scratcher. There were other con- 
tenders anyway. Did someone 
underpay or overpay at Renmark? My 
lips are sealed. 

Our lady President and John 
Matheson did not join us at Port 
Lincoln as they had decided to motor 
straight to Ceduna. 

It was another fun day of motoring 
in these enjoyable vehicles. 


Port Lincoln to Ceduna 

We awoke to yet another beautiful 
sunny day and proceeded on our jour- 
ney by approximately 8.30 a.m., but 
after motoring for a short while it be- 
came quite overcast. Today, unlike 
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SUNDOWNERS and their CARS 


Rider with STAPLETON 
Joining at Esperance as Rider 


Carol BATH 

John BEGG 

Stewart BEGG 

Dieter & Eva BONITZ 

Bob BOSCOE 

John & Jenny ELLISON 

Jack & Merryl GODFREY 

Helen HARDMAN 

Ed & Patricia HAUSER 

Mal & Robyn HENDERSON 
John & Eve HISCOX 

Beverley HYSETT 

Larry & Daisy LIM 

Phyl LING 

Brian & Elizabeth MARSHALL 
John MATHESON & Jeanne EVE 
Andy, Alex & Shannon McFARLAND 
Judith & Peter MERLIN 

Lloyd & Shirley MISSEN 
Wallace & Kerry MOORHOUSE 
Bob NICHOLSON 

Geoff NOBBS 

Jeff & Lola PRIDDLE 

David, Pamela & Merinda ROSE 
Graham & Judy SNOW 

Kim STAPLETON 

Terry WARD 

Ray & Peter ZEFFERT 


ASF13302 
SCX785 
LRH32854 
BSBO2415 


1985 Silver Spirit 

1963 Silver Cloud II! 
1978 Silver Wraith |] 
1981 Bentley Mulsanne 
Rider with BOSCOE 
Rider with MERLIN 
1965 Bentley S3 B28HN 
1963 Bentley S3 B692CN 
1969 Silver Shadow 2-door CRH5064 
Rider with MERLIN 

1953 Bentley R Continental BC25B 
Rider with BOSCOE 
1964 Silver Cloud III 
1926 Twenty 

1951 Silver Dawn 

1973 Silver Shadow Iwb 
1952 Silver Dawn 

1973 Silver Shadow 
Rider 

Rider with BEGG 

Utility 

1956 Silver Cloud 

1976 Silver Shadow 

1977 Silver Shadow 

1994 Bentley Brooklands 
1962 Silver Cloud 11 


SHS1I31 
GYK82 
SDB124 
LRH16685 
SFC138 
SRH 16864 
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SRH26587 
BER54208 
SAE413 


John Matheson & Jeanne Eve (N.5.W) in their 1926 Twenty (GYK82). Jeanne is President of the New South 
Wales Branch. 
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the New South Wales Branch. 


some of the other days, we had a vari- 
ety of landscapes; in parts it was 
green and there was also water to be 
seen. We observed a fox strolling in 
the scrub, an emu and some very 
beautiful parrots eating on the side of 
the road, and a deer farm. This really 
was the first sign of active wildlife we 
had seen as most of the animals on 
our journey have been dead on the 
side of the road. 

There were many places that we 
were recommended to call into and 


Roadside refreshment break From left to right: Elizabeth Marshall, Kim Stapleton and Shirley Missen, all of 
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were later told by many fellow trav- 
ellers that we missed some fantastic 
sights but we did go to a lookout prior 
to calling into Coffin Bay. On the way 
to Elliston the sun reappeared and we 
stopped for yet another cappuccino. 
Between Elliston and Port Kenny the 
land was very dry and rocky. We saw 
ruins of rock walls which obviously 
had been built many years ago. There 
were also quite a few ruins of small 
cottages which had been built out of 
stone. We enjoyed a picnic lunch at 


‘Nullus arbor’ — a flat horizon. Lloyd & Shirley Missen’s 1952 Silver Dawn (SFC! 38) facing west into the 
vastness of the Nullarbor Plain. 
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Port Kenny and from the wharf we 
could see pelicans and black swans, 
such graceful birds. On the horizon 
there was a very weird cloud mass to 
the south and a fairly strong souther- 
ly was blowing. 

Other places we called into were 
the site of Murphy’s Haystacks, 
Streaky Bay, and we almost made 
Talia Caves but the road was very 
rough and we were fearful for the cars. 

We arrived in Ceduna in one piece 
and the cars travelled well. 


Ceduna to S.A./W.A. Border 

For those who were Nullarbor 
virgins on the Eyre Highway, today 
was for enlightenment. On this flat, 
red-earthed land, hiding a complex 
limestone system of 250,000 square 
kilometres, runs a long, straight and 
sealed road punctuated by the occa- 
sional roadhouse/ petrol station. 

Only a few tourists with camper- 
vans or trailers haul along this stretch 
being overtaken by massive road- 
trains. Plenty of room for our motor 
vehicles. 

Leaving Ceduna, past Penong with 
its old windmills, and Nundroo, the 
vegetation decreased in height and 
density. Soon the silver grey saltbush 
and stunted eucalypts disappeared to 
reveal the true ‘nullus arbor’ — a flat 
horizon. 

Near the road was the magnificent 
Head of Bight, home later in the year 
to breeding Southern Right Whales 
from Antarctica. Further west were 
the striated vertical Bunda Cliffs, 
clearly visible from several vantage 
points along the route — a wondrous 
vista. 

There is little obvious wildlife in 
this harsh countryside apart from the 
nauseous smell of roadkill, ‘roos and 
emus being gobbled by black crows 
and haughty wedge-tailed eagles. An 
occasional live kangaroo or wild camel 
wandered in the bush and an emu 
nonchalantly crossed the road. 

Petrol was available at Yalata and 
Nullarbor roadhouses; the latter being 
133.8 cents per litre for ‘Super’. (It 
was to rise by another eleven cents 
further on at Madura Pass). Six years 
ago it was just over the $1 mark. 

It was pleasing to see passengers 
and riders at the wheel, so lessening 
driver fatigue and broadening driving 
experience. Arriving at Border Village, 


just metres away from the Western 
Australian border, the day becomes 
longer as we put our watches back. 
Our cars were safely corralled within 
the horseshoe complex of neat cabins. 

Everyone has now experienced the 
first half of the Nullarbor with its 
rugged dry terrain. deep blue skies 
and clean air. However it is tomorrow 
which will test each person’s attitude 
to Australia’s vast space and isolation. 
As Edward John Eyre described it, “a 
hideous anomaly, a blot on the face of 
nature, the sort of place one gets into 
in bad dreams”. Not everyone would 
agree with him today. 


W.A. Border to Balladonia 

We toured 543 km. (326 miles) 
which was the longest leg of the 
Overlander, but very enjoyable. Most 
everyone’s first stop was the old Eucla 
Telegraph Station on the beach with 
sand all around. Then the Madura 
Pass area which is where horses were 
raised for the British Army during 
World War 1. The last 90 km. of the 
day was the straight-as-an-arrow- 
road. This is the longest straight road 
in the world, which is one of the high- 
lights of the Nullarbor. 

Balladonia is essentially a road- 
house but with an interesting mus- 
euln. 


Balladonia to Esperance 
Well it was a bright sunny morning 


The Sundowner Overlander pausing on the roadside before the final run into York, WA.. 
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and the crows were out in force, when 
we set off on the last section across 
the Nullarbor. After much talk and lit- 
tle action from the mechanic at 
Balladonia, it was decided that John 
Hiscox’s tyre could not be changed 
should head for 
Norseman, where alternative arrange- 
ments had been made to change the 
tyre over if necessary. Well, after only 
a few miles, the inevitable happened 
and the tyre went flat very gracefully. 
So it was back to the canvas spare 


over and we 


and 30 miles per hour for the remain- 
ing 150 km. to Norseman. 

Which means I am able to tell you 
about every bush and rock we passed 
along the way, but I won't bore you 
with all that. Suffice to say the 
scenery was very interesting, alternat- 
ing between low saltbush scrub, med- 
ium mallee and wonderful salmon 
gum groves. I can now understand 
why people become dedicated painters 
of bush landscapes, it is truly inspir- 
ing. So all of you good people who 
travelled at great speed through this 
area missed out on a real treat. 

I must say the salmon gums were 
much more spectacular prior to 
Norseman, than at Salmon Gums, 
where I fear the gums have long since 
been cleared to make way for agricul- 
ture. 

The remainder of the drive into 
Esperance proved most uneventful, 
with the scenery closely resembling 


the wheat and sheep areas through 
which we have travelled on this trip so 


far. 


Esperance to Albany 

Memories of the last hundred kilo- 
metres into Esperance, the comfort- 
able accommodation and the pleasant 
ambience it had offered, and the in- 
teresting free day we enjoyed there 
must have put a positive outlook for 
the drive to Albany in our minds as we 
set off for Albany. 

The country we traversed for some 
150 km. was similar to those last 100 
km. to the north, being the western 
extension of the Esperance sandplain. 
Now a highly productive wheat and 
sheep region, these light sandy soils 
originally covered with Mallee trees 
were a virtual wasteland until the 
Gibson Research Station, established 
only in 1949, revealed their agricul- 
tural potential when superphosphate 
and trace elements were applied. 
What little rainfall the area receives 
comes with a reliability quite remark- 
able for Australia and compensates for 
the light soils. Altogether a fascinating 
region and a reminder of this coun- 
try’s strength in agricultural research 
even now being pushed out further as 
large areas are now converting to 
eucalypt plantations. 

As if on cue, this year’s first rains 
for the area — and coincidentally the 
first wet day of the Overlander — 
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The New (!) ‘Every-Body-Help Group’, initiated on the Sundowner Overlander. Note SFC! 38 with bonnet firmly down! Photograph from the Rose family. 


came the day of our passage and one 
could almost sense the land respond- 
ing. Which made the first half of the 
day a little uncomfortable for the 
Mathesons in their open 20 h.p. They 
had elected to bypass Albany and 
head for York in deference to the rel- 
atively slow cruising speed of their car 
but still caught the rain. 

Despite the nuisance of some of the 
heavier showers, it was a delightfully 
cool day just made for motoring and 
our English-bred cars apparently rev- 
elled in it as there were no mechanical 
failures for the day. However there 
was an unfortunate incident in which 
the Henderson $3 and the Snow Silver 
Shadow were vicariously involved. 
Near Boxwood they came upon a hap- 
less young English couple driving an 
Avis hire Toyota Corolla and who had 
managed to write the vehicle off in a 
collision with a kangaroo. Mal assist- 
ed the couple as best he could by tele- 
phoning the local police and the Perth 
and Albany offices of Avis. The mind- 
less template style questions border- 
ing on rudeness and subsequent lack 
of any real interest in the welfare of 
either the car or their clients on the 
part of the Avis personnel to whom he 
spoke, is an example of unhelpfulness 
which unfortunately still exists in 
some of our 


areas community. 


Ironically the couple had wanted to 
see kangaroos on their trip but hadn't 
really expected such a close en- 
counter! 

Despite the rain and the kangaroos 
of which no one else saw a single one 
on this sector, good time was made by 
most drivers and this allowed time for 
people to see something of the rather 
beautiful city of Albany in the late 
afternoon. 


Albany to York 

Albany. now a city of 28,000 and 
the site of the first European settle- 
ment in W.A., is full of interest. The 
highlights are the magnificent King 
George Sound where our troopships of 
the First World War gathered to be es- 
corted by Japanese warships to the 
Middle East and the very moving 
Desert Mounted Corps War Memorial 
recast from the original statue at Suez 
sited on Mount Clarence overlooking 
the Sound. Then there are the amaz- 
ing Natural Bridge and Gap carved out 
of granite by the relentless sea over 
millions of years and the fascinating 
tour of Whale World with the restored 
whale catcher Cheynes IV standing 
high and dry. Another point of great 
interest is the replica of Amity, the 
small brig that brought sixty souls 
and their livestock to form the first 


settlement in 1826. Oh for more time 
to enjoy Middleton Beach and to ex- 
plore the many beautiful old historic 
buildings in and around the city. 
Being the last night of a very happy 
and enjoyable Overlander, there was 
much hilarity at dinner especially dur- 
ing Carol Bath’s backscratcher pre- 
sentation speech. Eve Hiscox is now 
custodian of the 
until the 


the honoured 
backscratcher next 
Overlander. 

The next day, in perfect weather, 
the very enjoyable drive north from 
Albany to York took us through the 
fertile and internationally recognised 
wine producing region centred on 
Mount Barker and the rich wheat, 
sheep and cattle country around 
Wagin. 

Mick and Glenice had gone to a lot 
of trouble to organize a welcoming 
committee complete with bells and 
whistles to escort us into York and 
this was later followed by drinks and a 
magnificent dinner given in our hon- 
our in the courtyard of the Settlers 
Arms. What a wonderful climax to 
such a fantastic trip! : a 


Answers to the questions at the start of 
this article: 1. Inject it with a mixture of 
engine oil and Nulon via a hypodermic 
syringe. 2. Swan Hill. 
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Highlanders outside Berida Manor, Bowral, ready for the day's activities. The 
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Foundation Members Barrie & Margaret Gillings. 


The Highland Fling 


BY ALLAN SIMPSON (NS.W,) 


Upon 
material earlier in the year that adver- 
tised a forthcoming technical week- 
end, dubbed the Highland Fling, to be 
conducted by the Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T & Derivatives Register in 
June, I straightaway reached for my 
nearby Australian Pocket Oxford 
Dictionary. After becoming apprised 
that the word ‘fling’ is defined, inter 
alia, as ‘...f{a] spell of indulgence in 
pleasure’, it seemed that this would 
surely be a very pleasant way by 
which to spend a couple of days or so 
in the beautiful Southern Highlands 
region of New South Wales. 

And so, during the afternoon of 
Friday June 27th, Beverley and I 
made the easy 90-minute drive in our 
1960 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II long 
wheelbase saloon with division 
(LCB56) to the delightful town of 
Bowral, enjoying the freedom, after 


reading the promotional 


accessing Southern Cross Drive near 
the city, of not encountering a single 
set of traffic lights along the M5 


Motorway between the Sydney 


June 27th-30th 2003 


Metropolitan Area and the town of 
Mittagong. 

Arriving just before dusk at our 
venue, Berida Manor (which was built 
in 1925 as a private residence but 
which, since then, has been variously 
used as a repatriation hospital for ex- 
servicemen, a Red Cross children’s re- 
treat and an up-market health resort). 
we quickly checked in and were hand- 
ed a ‘goodie bag’ containing lots of in- 
teresting and useful items (generously 
provided courtesy of Malcolm & 
Lorraine Yell, who own ‘The Country- 
man’ store in Bowral) prior to being 
shown to our upstairs room. This, we 
thankfully found, had been thought- 
fully preheated for us by the manage- 
ment and was certainly appreciated as 
the outside temperature continued to 
fall. 

Having parked our car in an under- 
cover area of the complex, we headed 
straight to the resort’s bar area where, 
although 
evening, we found the crowd was al- 
ready beginning to swell with lots of 
fellow club members, from both far 


it was still only early 


and wide, commencing to imbibe in 


1966 Bentley T (SBH!288) on the right is owned by 


that aforementioned ‘spell of indul- 
gence in pleasure’ — perhaps other- 
wise known to many as a smooth, 
single malt product of the Scottish 
Highlands! 
that friendly and familiar faces were 
everywhere — dozens of them! And, 
the most incredible thing was the fact 
that quite a number of them were 
from interstate. There were the 
Hausers, the Nelsons and the Larwills 
from Victoria; the Moorehouses from 
Queensland; and the ubiquitous Bob 
Boscoe who had journeyed all the way 
from Tasmania to participate in the 
event. Nick Lang, who now lives per- 
manently in Melbourne, also joined us 
the next day. As the large crowd later 
filed into the dining room where we all 
enjoyed a delicious barbecue dinner, it 
almost seemed that this could well 
have been the ‘45'/th Federal Rally’! 
Activities for the day, 
Saturday, commenced with a full buf- 


We immediately noticed 


next 


fet breakfast prior to everyone assem- 
bling in front of Berida Manor for 
group photographs, which were taken 
among a selection of our 
Although this event was organised 


cars. 


From left to right Merry! Godfrey (N.S.W), Edith Nelson (Vic), Robyn Henderson (N.S.W.) and Kerry & 
Wallace Moorhouse (Qld.). To the left may be glimpsed N.S.W. Branch member Larry Lim’s 1971 Corniche 
Convertible (DRH 10184). 


—— a 


Above: N.S.W. experts John Vawser (foreground) and Neville Vassallo, relaxing in a leather chair in ‘hath back- 
ground, answered some delving questions on all things Rolls-Royce & Bentley. In the middle is Michael Kemp 
(N.S.W). Below: Highland Fling organiser Malcolm Yell (N.S.W.) passing on ‘local’ knowledge on driving on 
icy Highland roads and where the best wineries are. Behind Malcolm is she who must be obeyed, wife 
Lorraine, and from left to right: Beverley Simpson (N.S.W,), Merry! Godfrey (N.S.W,), Eric Hart (N.S.W), Alan 
Larwill (Vic), Bob Boscoe (Tas.), Henry Pang (N.S.W.) and Mal Henderson (N.S.W.). 
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predominantly for the owners of Silver 
Shadows and their derivatives, it was 
quite obvious that it had a much 
wider appeal to quite a number of our 
members who attended in many other 
models, such as the 20/25, 25/30, 
Silver Dawn, Silver Clouds I, Il & III 
and Silver Spirit & derivatives, togeth- 
er with the Bentley Mk VI/R-type and 
S-Types. 

After a briefing by Malcolm Yell, 
participants wasted no time in ‘fling- 
ing’ themselves to all points of the 
Southern Highlands, Some followed 
the ‘wine trail’; others the ‘book trail’; 
and yet others the ‘antique shop cir- 
cuit’. Regardless of which pursuit our 
members elected to follow, their very 
presence in the district significantly 
boosted the local economy not only of 
Bowral, but also of the nearby towns 
of Berrima, Mittagong. Bundanoon 
and Moss Vale. together with those of 
some of the smaller villages such as 
Sutton Forest and Exeter. 

Although only relatively new, the 
area’s viticulture industry shows great 
promise with a number of the local 
vineyards already producing quite 
good-quality wines. Lunch that day 
was wherever one found oneself at the 
relevant time: in our case it was ina 
cosy little restaurant in the historic 
township of Berrima in the delightful 
company of fellow New South Wales 
members Jack & Merryl Godfrey, 
Stewart Begg and Geoff Nobs. 

That afternoon most people re- 
turned to Berida Manor in time for the 
commencement of the scheduled 3.00 
p.m. Technical Session, which was 
facilitated in the resort's lounge area 
in a most enjoyable manner by the 
outgoing Silver Shadow Registrar, 
John Begg, assisted by the affable 
David Gore. The non-formal atmos- 
phere stimulated many of those pre- 
sent to ask a variety of interesting 
questions that were capably answered 
by well-known Club identities and 
professional mechanics, John Vawser 
and Neville Vassallo. Much discussion 
on a number of topics ensued among 
the members, during which a number 
of previously identified faulty mechan- 
ical parts were handed around for 
examination. 

At the conclusion of the session 
David Gore announced that John 
Begg, the inaugural Silver Shadow 
Registrar, was stepping down from the 
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position and passing the baton to the 
newly announced Registrar, Nick 
Lang. Those’ present sincerely 
thanked John for all the excellent 
work he had done since commencing 
the Register. 

Everyone then hurried back to their 
rooms in order to change for the Gala 
Dinner, drinks preceding which com- 
menced in the bar area at 6.30 p.m. 
Earlier in the day some more people 
had arrived, including N.S.W. Branch 
President Jeanne Eve and John 
Matheson — just back from the Silver 
Ghost Austrian Alpine Trial — and 
consequently the numbers had 
swollen by that time to over seventy. 
It was becoming more and more like a 
‘mini Federal Rally’ — quite an amaz- 
ing exercise in logistics for a Club 
event! 

Following much conviviality over 
drinks, at about 7.30 p.m. a piper 
wearing full Scottish national dress 
heralded (by means of a strange- 
sounding wind instrument tucked 
under his arm which, when blown 
into, produced many unusual noises) 
the fact that we should all proceed to 
the dining hall for the purpose of tak- 
ing our places at tables of eight. Upon 
the piper calling the tune, the 
‘McHendersons’, the ‘McMarshalls’, 
the ‘McPangs’, the ‘McLims’, and 
everyone else, all of whom seemed to 
profess some sort of lineage or affinity 
with Scotland that evening, dutifully 
sat down to enjoy the copious amount 
of food that was on offer. It’s for cer- 
tain that at the end of the night, no- 
body could have possibly left his or 
her table still feeling hungry. 

Later on we were privileged to hear 
a most interesting talk given by a 
Founding Member of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia, Paul 
Samuels, who now lives at Burradoo 
in the Southern Highlands. An elo- 
quent speaker, Paul gave a most 
informative address during which he 
succinctly outlined how the Club had 
all begun, way back in 1956, at a 
meeting that was conducted in the 
professional offices of ‘Sep’ Hall in 
O'Connell Street, Sydney. During his 
speech Paul also paid tribute to two 
other Founding Members who were 
present at the dinner — Professor 
Barrie & Margaret Gillings, who are 


Continued page 4/42 
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Ed Hauser (Vic.) and Michael Kemp (N.S.W,) being shown the finer points of N.S.W. Branch member Geoff 
Boscoe's 1936 25/30 Hj. Mulliner saloon (GGM 10) by the new 20/25, 25/30 and Wraith co-Registrars 
Bob Roberts and David Axe (both N.S.W). In the background Malcolm Yell explains to Geoff which is his 
best side for the Highlife magazine photo shoot 


Above: john Begg distributing ‘Jaffas' during the screening of ‘The Yellow Rolls-Royce’. Below: Club Foundation 
Member Paul Samuels addressing the Highlanders at the Berida Manor dinner on the creation and history 
of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. 


fade 


Helen Naylor's 1928 Phantom | (19FH). From Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country we 
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learn that this was originally a ‘Weymann’ fixed head coupé by H,. Mulliner for delivery in England, and 
that it was rebodied by Martin & King some time after its arrival in Australia in 1932. 


Ladybird’ 


1928 Phantom | 19FH 


BY HELEN NAYLOR (NS.W,) 


My father, Gwyn Meredith 
Haddrell, realised his life-long dream 
of owning a Rolls-Royce motor car in 
the early 1960s when he acquired his 
1928 Phantom I (19FH). It was of 
course (and remains) large and black, 
and consumes fuel at a most capital- 
ist rate. 

Seeing the radiator mascot, my 
then infant son christened the car 
Ladybird and she became a vital 
member of the family. We joined the 
R.R.O.C. as a matter of course, and 
my parents attended meetings and 
events from time to time. 

Gwyn had an uncanny empathy for 
all his motors and engines, amounting 
to an almost psychic connection in the 
case of Ladybird, and was usually to 
be found in our garages underneath a 
car or tinkering with some mech- 
anism. As so often happens, we all 
took the wellbeing of my father and 
his smoothly running vehicles for 
granted. 

When he died in 1996 we inherited 
Ladybird and the contents of a garage 
crammed with pieces of equipment, 


tools, and parts for various of our vin- 
tage and classic cars (in fact we have 
not yet managed to ascertain exactly 
what we have). 

You can undoubtedly imagine our 
shock and horror when Ladybird 
‘failed to proceed’ en route to Canberra 
for a wedding — she had broken a 
valve spring and needed to return 
home on a lorry (the indignity of it 
all!}. We subsequently renewed our 
acquaintance with Max Houston who 
obtained replacement valve springs 
for us, and also provided helpful sug- 
gestions for Bill in this new réle as 
mechanic. The thought actually 
crossed my mind that perhaps we 
should part from the car. 

After this experience we were wary 
of embarking on other than local ex- 
cursions, and so have rather neglect- 
ed Ladybird. I can hear you muttering 
that we should be turning over the 
engine, and so on. Of course I do feel 
guilty that we have not spent more 
time enjoying the car. but the whole 
unknown process of maintenance has 
seemed so intimidating — especially 
after we took everything for granted 
and really did not pay attention when 
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we had the opportunity to learn from 
my father. 

When I read the notice of Ken 
Saunders’ Technical Seminar on Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Electrics from 1919, I 
thought that this would provide some 
clues for us and so it proved. (See 
P.2-03, p.4072 et seq. — Ed.) 

The room at St. George Leagues 
Club was well set up with tables and 
chairs, the computer graphics were 
clear, large and legible — and the cof- 
fee flowed freely all day! 

Ken’s sessions were very practical, 
and his explanations were sufficiently 
academic to satisfy Bills engineering 
bias but also sufficiently idiomatic to 
induct a novice into the mysteries of 
vehicle electrics. We were able to inter- 
rupt to ask questions, and these were 
answered in detail. I was extremely in- 
terested in the reasons for particular 
scientific developments through time, 
while Bill was more concerned with 
the practicalities. Ken has extensive 
experience under the bonnets of a 
large range of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars from veteran, vintage to modern. 
He was able to draw on this experi- 
ence to give us helpful hints and short 
cuts for working on a_ vehicle’s 
electrics, but perhaps more import- 
antly he was able to tell us what not to 
do, and to stress safe working proce- 
dures. Journals and documents were 
available for copying, and the presen- 
tation in full is to be published on a 
CD Rom. 

As cars were being dealt with in 
chronological order, we had anticipat- 
ed leaving shortly after lunch — how- 
ever we found the seminar so 
fascinating that we stayed until the 
last moment. Bill and I left the semi- 
nar with optimism, feeling much more 
confident in our ability to cope with 
Ladybird’s mechanical and electrical 
needs, and anticipating a renewed 
enjoyment in our Phantom I. 


Post Script: 

Emboldened by our acquisition of 
knowledge at the TD Seminar, Bill and 
I attended the Branch’s Self-Help Day 
(March 8th) as spectators. We were 
generously advised by members who 
also had owned Phantom Is — their 
hints and experiences will undoubted- 
ly help us to avoid problems during 
Ladybird’s maintenance. We are look- 
ing forward to further sessions! ral 
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A travel-stained 1992 Corniche IV (ADN40006) in wintry conditions during ‘hood ballooning’ tests at Sleep Airfield, Cheshire. 


A Career in the Coachbuilding Trade 


Part 14 — Remedial work on London cars stored at Crewe and ballooning hoods 


BY RICHARD MANN (U.K) 


On our first day working at Crewe 
(January 1992) I collected Brian 
Baigent (BWB) from his home in near- 
by Rayners Lane at 6.00 a.m. in the 
trusty Montego 1600 estate. Such an 
early start was neccessitated by the 
need to pass Birmingham before the 
heavy rush-hour traffic began to build 
up, after which we would stop for a 
cup of tea at one of the Motorway 
service stations. 

The journey was uneventful and we 
arrived at the Crewe factory just be- 
fore nine o'clock. Some of our Mulliner 
Park Ward colleagues were already 
there and we compared notes as to 
what we might be doing on our first 
day. Over the next half-hour or so the 
rest of the MPW team arrived — some, 
not having driven to the Crewe factory 
before — had got a little lost after leav- 
ing the Motorway. 

We were invited to one of the con- 
ference rooms in the main office build- 
ing along Pym’s Lane where we were 
served tea/coffee and biscuits. Firstly 


we were addressed by John Lake 
(JAL), the manager who was to be re- 
sponsible for the integration of the 
Corniche IV (and, of course, including 
the Bentley Continental) finishing 
operations at Crewe. After his add- 
ress, the managers concerned with 
the Touring Limousine outlined their 
aspirations regarding that project. 

By now it was time for lunch and 
we were issued with vouchers to select 
a suitable meal and dessert. After 
many years of having separate dining 
areas for the various grades of staff, 
there was now one area for all but the 
upper echelons at Rolls-Royce and in- 
deed, on occasion, even these were to 
be noticed dining amongst their pro- 
duction colleagues. 

After lunch we were given a talk by 
Crewe’s security staff who made it 
quite clear that safety was paramount. 
If anything at all was noticed which 
might compromise health and safety it 
must reported. In a remote corner of 
the factory we were taught how to ex- 
tinguish small fires and identify the 
correct extinguisher and, in any event, 
to call the Company's fire brigade 


which had a Land Rover appliance for 
primary response before arrival of the 
Cheshire Fire Brigade. We were also 
shown the very well equipped first 
aid/medical centre and any colleague 
needing further attention could be 
taken to the nearest hospital using 
their ambulance. It was typical of 
Rolls-Royce that, whilst neither of 
these emergency vehicles were by any 
means new, they were kept in heated 
motor houses and. of course, meticu- 
lously maintained. 

Our induction at Crewe had taken 
the best part of a day and we now left 
the Company to locate our various 
hotels and, of course, talked about 
our first day. The next morning we 
made our way across the Crewe site to 
a large building which had previously 
been the New Model Centre (NMC). 
The NMC had been established for the 
resolution of problems which might be 
encountered during build of the first 
production Bentley Continental R 
Whilst the NMC had been 
cleared of Continental Rs and produc- 


cars. 


tion materials, there was still a fair 
amount of prototype and experimental 


Photographs courtesy Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd (now Bentley Motors Ltd), Crewe. 
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Two Corniche Convertibles tested at Sleep Airfield for hood ‘ballooning’. The left-hand car is the then current 
Corniche IV (ADN40006) while the car on the right is the previous mode! (ADM30006), for comparison. 


parts around. The ‘MPW Engineering’ 
area was furnished with just desks 
and chairs and the designer’s large 
layout boards were yet to be found at 
Crewe after being transported from 
the old MPW facility in London. This 
was just as well as the production 
area lighting standard was inferior to 
that neccessitated by a design and de- 
tail draughting area. Oh, and another 
thing, in our part of the building there 
was no heating and it was very cold! 
MPW had produced sixty-seven 
Corniche IV convertibles but none had 
been delivered mainly due to doubts 
regarding the reliability of the new 
hood’s electronically controlled oper- 
ation and the drainage of water from 
the hoodwell area. Whereas on previ- 
ous models the hood was sealed to the 


body, the design of the Corniche IV 
hood allowed water into the hoodwell 
area where it collected in a flexible 
‘trough’ before draining from the car 
— the original design of which proved 
inadequate for the task. JAL gave Alan 
Keable (AEK) and myself the task of 
finding these MPW cars and recording 
their location, which was easier said 
than done. Finding really was the op- 
erative word and. as visitors to Crewe 
who have been on ‘the tourist trail’ will 
realise it is a large site extending to 
many acres. It is, however, only when 
a visitor has a guided tour of the 
whole site (it was my pleasure to guide 
your Editor thus in 1992) which takes 
the best part of a day that one can re- 
alise just how vast the site is with its 
plethora of small buildings and engine 


1991 Corniche Ill (ADM30006) at speed, its hood ballooning, but not alarmingly. 
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test beds (ex-WW2 Merlin etc.) and 
AEK and myself realised that seeking 
these cars on foot was futile. At 
luchtime we asked JAL if we might 
use a car to help in our efforts and 
JAL gave permission saying “you both 
hold R-R driving licences — pick the 
latest VIN cars and use them for trans- 
port — if you need petrol see Alan 
Dutton (AJD) manager of Experi. for the 
fuel pump keys”. 

AEK and myself found cars in all 
sorts of places and, whilst most cars 
were under cover, some had been 
thoughtlessly left outside to brave the 
elements and their interiors had suf- 
fered somewhat — mainly due to the 
ingress of water from the hoodwell 
area. Dampness then spread through- 
out the interior. Our difficulty in locat- 
ing these cars was compounded by 
Crewe’s Corniche engineering team 
moving cars to an area where they 
audited the hood’s operation and 
recorded the modifications neccessary 
to introduce the latest software and 
components. This team — unfortu- 
nately for us — did not return the cars 
to the point of their collection! 

Many of these cars had been stand- 
ing for months and, on some, the bat- 
tery master switch had been turned 
off and we might have enough battery 
to start the car — the very efficient 
starter motor fitted from ’87MY was a 
great help. Within the company, slave 
batteries were fitted during build and 
they had a hard life — service batter- 
ies were installed just before the 
owner took delivery. 

Whilst fitting ‘jumper leads’ to one 
car, AEK noticed that the boot trim 
had been disturbed and the small tool 
kit (STK) removed. AEK then checked 
the car he was using and, although 
the STK box was there, its contents 
were missing. The Crewe finished cars 
received their STK, road wheel tools 
and cigar lighter elements etc. in the 
Car Bond building just prior to 
despatch but MPW cars left London 
fully equipped except for the hand- 
book wallet pack which was supplied 
by Crewe. 

AEK advised me of these losses 
and. together, we decided to ‘de-kit’ 
each MPW Corniche and to organise 
storage for these items. Yet again we 
needed to locate the London cars to 
remove both the STK and other easily 
removeable items such as cigar lighter 
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elements, cocktail requisites where 
fitted and even the lambswool rugs. 

As noted above some cars would 
need a new hood and headlining to- 
gether with a partial or complete re- 
trim. Some cars had suffered minor 
body damage with dents in various 
places perhaps due to moving cars 
with flat batteries. Despite the pre- 
cautions taken during the hood recti- 
fication work, it was inevitable that 
further, minor damage might occur. 
Crewe’s senior management gave in- 
struction that all MPW Corniche cars 
would be delivered to the highest 
standard and, indeed, some of those 
cars were both fully retrimmed and re- 
painted. Just how much was spent on 
rectification work we shall never 
know, but it was a lot. 

Part of our ‘allowance’ of working at 
Crewe was permission to have a meal 
outside of our hotel once a week at 
Company cost. The first week saw 
BWB and myself joining our younger 
engineering and design colleagues for 
dinner in a Chinese resturant and, 
whilst BWB and myself were reason- 
able in our food drink selection, others 
took an overly great advantage of 
Crewe’s hospitallity. 

The next week our arrival at Crewe 
was delayed by two hours due to a 
major accident which caused the 
lower part of the M6 to be closed and 
we were diverted round the northern 
part of Oxford. During our travels to 
and from Crewe we were to see the 
aftermath of many (mostly minor) 
accidents and wondered how some 
had happened. 

The Corniche group was sum- 
moned one morning to attend a meet- 
ing by JAL at which we were advised 
that he would only reimburse reason- 
able resturant and bar bills. Both 
BWB and myself like curries and we 
located an excellant Indian resturant 
near to our hotel and dined there with 
a pint or two of lager each week. The 
meals in our hotel were of the usual, 
pre-prepared type — made more pal- 
itable by a decent glass or two of wine. 

The first MPW cars were about to 
be processed through the Crewe fact- 
ory and I was asked to assist one of 
their Finishing Line inspectors, Ron 
Ashton (RA) in order to assess the re- 
medial work required. RA and myself 
subjected each car to a full (non- 
mechanical) finished audit and it sur- 
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Corniche Ill (ADM30006), hood ballooning moderately in comparison with (below) the more alarming 


ballooning of the Corniche IV test car (ADN40006). 


prised us both that we had similar 
and thorough standards of quality 
conformity. RA was a jolly colleague — 
not one to let things upset him but, 
after a couple of days, he remarked 
“why didn’t we (Crewe) look after these 


cars in a better manner?”. Although I 
knew some of the cars were in a bit of 
a mess, it was only on closer examin- 
ation that we realised just how much 
remedial work was required. 

RA’s prime virtue in his vocation 
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Corniche IV hood ‘ballooning’ alarmingly at high speed. 


was the ability to correctly assess any 
remedial work required — especially 
paintwork — and the approximate 
time needed. RA’s manager asked him 
why it was taking so long to inspect 
each car and RA asked him to select a 
car and guided him through all the 
finishing aspects, noting each fault. 
RA was thanked by his manager as it 
would enable himself and other man- 
agers to better assess the remedial ac- 
tion and time required. 

From the above you will realise the 
major new feature of the Corniche IV 
was its automatic hood which, to- 
gether with the heated backlight, sat- 
isfied R-R’s marketing people who 
were concerned that our convertible 


was falling behind those of other 
makes. At MPW during 1991 we suf- 
ferred persistent failures of the hood 
latching motors and the hood control 
modules went through several revi- 
sions but consistently successful 
operation of the hoods was not 
achieved until early 1992. 

When RA and myself had finished 
inspecting the MPW-produced cars 
(RA would later conduct a second in- 
spection after rectification) I had little 
to do until JAL suggested that I report 
to Chris Bryant (CRB) who had been 
my previous manager at MPW and I 
now became CRB’s assistant inas- 
much that I would monitor both the 
progress of MPW- and Crewe-finished 


1992 Comiche IV (ADN40006) showing the heated glass rear window of this model. 
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Corniche/Continental cars. Yet again 
transport was required and I was able 
to utilise a black pre-production Silver 
Spur which was being used as a 
Company ‘hack’. Not only was I now 
locating cars but also transporting 
various Corniche parts and materials 
around the site. 

AEK compiled my location and 
progress reports on a pc for CRB in 
order that they could be presented to 
Crewe’s management. AEK and myself 
were also given the task of ensuring 
that the various updates throughout 
the cars had been implemented and 
recorded. 

One of JAL’s fellow managers, Rob 
Galloway (RG) was about to take a 
Corniche IV out on road test and JAL 
suggested I join him. RG drove the car 
at moderate speeds round the lanes 
until we joined the nearby Motorway 
where he floored the accelerator. not 
releasing our speed until we passed 
an indicated 100 m.p.h. This car was 
fitted with the latest version of the 
hood latching mechanism and we 
pulled off the Motorway, lowered and 
raised the hood and returned on the 
Motorway at high speed. The latches 
held. During the test it was evident 
that the hood’s outer covering was 
‘ballooning’ far more than on previous 
models and RG confirmed this as 
being a major problem, but it was im- 
perative that the hood’s mechanical 
problems be sorted first. 

Whilst the previous models had 
their hoods secured at the front and 
above and below the rear window, the 
new hood was only secured at the 
front and below the window and was, 
therefore, not as taut. Not only was 
speed a factor but concern was raised 
about cars destined for the likes of 
California and the Middle East where 
the heat would allow the Everflex 
covering to become more supple and 
balloon even further. A prototype 
Corniche IV was taken to Sleep 
Airfield near Crewe for testing along- 
side the previous model and the MPW 
engineers (except BWB and myself — I 
believe we were on holiday) were in- 
vited along. 

The MPW engineers were employed 
at Crewe on a six-month contract and 
JAL interviewed us separately about 
our futures. A few were happy to leave 
as they had other jobs lined up, some 
of the designers would go to America. 
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Although much of the remedial work 
had been undertaken, JAL was mind- 
ful of the smaller problems which kept 
cropping up and offered to BWB, John 
Harvey (Hvy), AEK and myself employ- 
ment to the end of the year. 
Hvy, who had been firstly a trimmer at 
MPW then foreman of the Trim Shop 
and, latterly, foreman of MPW’s 
Experimental Department, had been 
been persuaded by JAL to work at 
Crewe during 1992 because of his 
comprehensive knowledge of trimming 
coachbuilt cars. Bernard West (BW), 
MPW's chief designer would be at 
MPW for a few months organising the 
transfer of design schemes to Crewe 
and JAL organised a series of meet- 
ings between himself, BW and Hvy to- 
gether with other Crewe technical and 
production personnel. 

During the meetings and after vari- 
ous experimental hood trimming and 
further testing it was agreed that the 
hood outer cover should be secured 
both above and below the backlight. 
The shape of the new car’s hood at 
speed was now similar to its pre- 
decessors. 

BWB and myself arrived at Crewe 
one Monday morning after a holiday 
to be informed that many redund- 
ancies at various levels had been 
made the previous week. In typical 
Crewe fashion the majority of these 
people were informed their position 
was redundant and many escorted off 
the premises to return later — again 
escorted — to collect personal effects. 
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JAL had been on holiday and col- 
leagues had called him advising of 
their being made redundant. It was 
only as he arrived at his desk that 
morning to receive a message request- 
ing him to attend a meeting with his 
manager that he realised he too would 
be a casualty. BWB and myself were, 
of course, shocked, having known and 
worked with JAL for many years, but 
life had to go on. 

Although BWB was kept busy re- 
vising the Corniche List of Parts, I was 
sometimes at a loose end and both RG 
and our new manager Dave Hassall 
(DH) realised this and whatever need- 
ed fetching, I fetched. It seemed there 
was now a dearth of people with an 
R-R driving licence, possibly due to 
the many redundancies, and I was 
now driving various cars to all parts of 
especially finished 
Corniche cars to Car Bond, initially 


the factory 


assisting their personnel as to their 
various equipment features. I received 
a call one morning from Graham Hull 
— Crewe’s senior stylist — requesting 
my presence in his office. It turned 
out that CRB had offered my services 
as an R-R driver and Hull needed 
such a driver to assist in arranging 
various cars for a management view- 
ing. Next door to the New Model 
Centre was a Viewing Studio where 
competitor’s cars were to be viewed 
alongside Crewe’s models. There were 
four or five cars of similar size and 
stature under wraps that were to be 
considered against the latest version 


of the Bentley Continental R. It 
seemed strange that I was manoeuvr- 
ing these cars as directed yet none of 
the Directors were allowed to do so. 

One morning our new manager, 
DH, called BWB and myself together. 
It transpired that a Corniche IV proto- 
type was to be taken to Millbrook for 
various tests next Wednesday and, we 
would we like to attend — “yes please” 
was our reply! 

We left our hotel early in our 
Company-leased Vauxhall Cavalier 
1.6 Litre we were now using in place of 
my Montego. When we arrived at 
Millbrook a cursory search of the car 
was undertaken and my camera con- 
fiscated. On the first circuits of the 
high speed track BWB was in the front 
passenger’s seat and then, after a 
break, it was my turn to be in that 
seat. The speedo was registering 125 
m.p.h. and there was this little sports 
car keeping pace with us (it was a 
prototype MG ‘F’). In the slow lane 
were some large commercial vehicles 
being tested for both their tractive 
ability and fuel consumption. The R-R 
test drivers replenished the Cavalier’s 
fuel tank which gave us a few extra 
miles to enjoy over the weekend with 
our French friends. 


To be concluded. 


Below: The two Sleep Airfield ‘hood balfooning’ test 
Corniche Convertibles. Note the differing rear 
window shapes — the Corniche IV (left) intro- 
duced the heated glass window to the Convertible 
model, 
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Faking it! 


BY DAVID MACARTHUR (VIC) 


Back in 1964 when I acquired 20 
Horsepower 76A7 I was mildly dis- 
appointed to discover that it was miss- 
ing that most treasured part of a 
Rolls-Royce, the radiator mascot. It 
was not until later when I began to 
absorb Rolls-Royce facts and indeed 
some fiction that I learned that the 
Spirit of Ecstasy mascot was optional 
at the time of the chassis’ construc- 
tion. 

Later, after obtaining copies of the 
chassis cards from the R.R.E.C., it 
became clear that the original owner, 
Mr David Troy of Beaufort, Victoria, 
had opted not to have a mascot sup- 
plied with the chassis and the item 
was deleted from the original order. 

My original disappointment 
spurred me on and I determined that 
if I could not have a mascot there and 
then, as there were none on offer at 
the time, I would make one! The 
organization for which I worked had 
every conceivable manner of equip- 
ment for carrying out almost any type 
of fabrication process and I was able 
to gain access to all of it. Il was aware 
of the ‘lost wax’ process for making 
complicated castings, the process 
which the Company used for making 
its genuine mascots, so I investigated 
how I could go about using this 
method to make my mascot. 

Firstly, I was helped by the gen- 
erosity of a fellow Club member, 
Darren Overend (then owner of 20 
h.p. GTM7) who let me borrow that 
car’s mascot as a pattern. I used a 
liquid silicone rubber compound into 
which I submerged the original mas- 
cot. After curing and hardening of this 
rubber, I carefully removed the mas- 
cot, with judicious cutting to produce 
a mould which could be used for mak- 
ing replicas. 

The next step was to create a wax 
intermediate stage, so I carefully pre- 
pared the mould and filled the void 
formed by the removal of the original 
with molten casting wax of a type used 
in the legitimate lost wax process. 
Once the wax was cool and hard, the 
wax replica was removed from the 
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The replica Spirit of Ecstasy. 


mould. The detail of the wax casting 
was very satisfying, so once I had fin- 
ished this first casting I continued 
until I had eight, as 
Unfortunately, I no longer have any 
wax replicas as they were all used as 


I recall. 


outlined later. 

Now, wax mascots were not going 
to be of any use on the car — they 
melt anyway. The wax replica now had 
to be encased in a material which 
would withstand the temperature of 
molten metal, and herein lies all 
manner of tales. Although as I have 
said all manner of equipment was at 
my disposal, to a point, my expertise 
in metal casting was nil, so I had to 
compromise. I decided to attempt to 
use a metal with a low melting point. I 
knew that extremely low melting point 
metals existed — Wood’s Metal melted 
in hot water — but that would not 
have been practical for a radiator cap 
mascot! I reckoned that if I compro- 
mised and used something better than 
solder, i.e. using more tin, less lead 
and some antimony, to form an alloy a 
bit like printer's type metal, I would be 
able to use plaster as a mould. 

The process required that a wax 
replica be cast into plaster. So, after 
careful drying of the plaster so that all 
water had been driven off, the wax 
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was melted and poured out of the 
mould leaving behind a cavity into 
which molten metal could be poured. 
After cooling, the plaster was chipped 
away from the resulting metal replica, 
which could then be cleaned up and 
polished by various processes. 

I made a few of these replicas, mod- 
ifying the process and metal formula- 
tion as I went along, and the result 
was a range of about half a dozen 
quite acceptable mascots. A surpris- 
ing discovery was that silicone rubber 
withstands quite high temperatures 
and I produced a few mascots by elim- 
inating the wax intermediate stage 
and pouring the metal directly into the 
silicone mould. This resulted in quite 
good mascots also. 

The best of the bunch was selected 
to grace the radiator of 76A7. I then 
had to turn a brass radiator cap to 
suit, as the car had only been sup- 
plied with a ‘parking cap’. I managed 
to produce a cap almost identical to 
an original ‘mascot cap’. 

At this stage the mascot’s appear- 
ance was not ideal as it looked a bit 
like lead and the radiator cap was 
brass, so I set about nickel plating 
both items. As with all the foregoing 
processes, trial and error was very 
much to the fore and I rigged up a sys- 
tem using a battery charger for power, 
a nickel laboratory spatula as an 
anode and made up the electrolyte 
using nickel sulphate. The whole 
process took place in a large glass lab- 
oratory beaker. The resulting nickel 
plate was quite acceptable. 

76A7 wore this mascot and cap 
from 1965 until I sold the car in 1995 
and for all I know it may still wear my 
handiwork. 

But. There is more! When I pur- 
chased 20/25 GWX20 in 1988, to my 
disappointment its mascot was miss- 
ing, although the car’s original order 
indicated that one had been supplied. 
What now? As I have stated, I had 
made a few replicas. One of these had 
been made from an alloy which was 
quite white (in a metallic sense) and 
when polished approximated the ap- 
pearance of chromium plate. So, hav- 
ing a mascot type radiator cap, 
GWX20 also wore one of my replica 
mascots and was sold with it in 1999. 

There is still more, but this is 
where the story gets sad. I still hada 
couple of good wax replicas and decid- 
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“My expertise in metal casting was nil" — but it was apparently better than that of a foundry engaged to 
cast two mascots around | 989, the result being this pair of legless bronze mascots! Polyurethane foam table decoration for the 1965 
Victoria Branch Annual Dinner and (below) the 


ed to have proper metal replicas made en O Ena Meee 


from them, so I engaged a local 
foundry to cast them. However, for 
reasons unknown this was not suc- 
cessful as can be seen from the photo- 
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graph above. Two fine replicas in 
(VICTORIA BRANCH) 


bronze gun metal resulted — but only 
down to just below the knees, as the 


refractory sand had failed. Alas, there 
were no more wax replicas and the A N N U A E 
mould had disappeared many years D | NIN ER 
earlier. 
On a happier note, back in the mid THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH. 1965 
sixties when the Victoria Branch held 
its Annual Dinners at Wattle Park 
Chalet in Melbourne I was on the 
organising sub-committee and decid- WATTLE PARK CHALET 
ed, with Richard Knight and Peter RIVERSDALE ROAD, 
Thorne, to make ‘Flying Lady’ mascots 
as table decorations. This time we 
borrowed a large mascot from a New 
Phantom and used the silicone rubber 
method to make a mould with which 
we cast polyurethane foam Flying 
Ladies and plaster radiator caps 
which we subsequently “chromed” by 
spraying with silver paint. The foam 
was similar to that used in surfboard 
construction. They made great deco- 
rations and some members who were 
present must still have one, as I have. 
There, I have lived with my copy- 
right crime against the Company's 
trademark all these years but I think 
the story was worth telling. ~ 


COCKTAILS : 6.30-7.15 P.M. 


BOX HILL SOUTH. 


DRESS INFORMAL 


TICKET-SINGLE 2 GNS, 


Right’ 76A7, Supreme fixed head coupé, and 
GWX20, Thrupp & Maberly saloon, wearing their 
replica mascots. 
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Car Number 8 in the Esses at Le Mans during Thursday qualifying practice. Note the Crewe Genuine Parts advertising on the tail fin. 


Bentley Wins 2003 Le Mans 


What colour? What country? 


MARK BABIDGE, 
HISTORIAN, W.A. BRANCH 


Congratulations to Team Bentley 
for winning Le Mans 24-hour race this 
year. Not only winning but also taking 
Second Place as well. Fabulous result 
and bodes well for the Company. This 
is after 73 years of not winning and a 
great prize for Bentley Motors Ltd. 

This article raises the issue of the 
colours of the cars: British Racing 
Green, with Silver tips. 

What is British Racing Green? 
Where did it originate? 

When Automobile Clubs first began 
to race against international compet- 
ition, it was decided that all the cars 
should have a distinctive colour. The 
R.A.C. (Royal Automobile Club) did 
not have a firm opinion. Despite hav- 
ing been formed in 1897, it had not 
focussed on motor racing, since it had 
the task of representing all motorists 
and could not promote speed. In the 
early days, with low speed limits, 
Scotland Yard’s Flying Squad would 
hurl egg-bombs filled with green & 
white paint to identify speeding veh- 
icles they could not catch. This paint 


was dark green, while the white paint 
was easily removed, the dark colour 
could be partly left, this usually 
blending with the black base paint, so 
as not to incur large bills to remove it. 

The Automobile Clubs (mainly A.C. 
de France) drew up the first colour 
charts for cars, along the lines of 
those used in the horse racing indus- 
try. The first colours chosen in 1903, 
for the Gordon Bennett Cup. were al- 
located to America, Austria, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Ireland, Switzerland and Turin (?). 
The colour adopted by Great Britain 
was ‘emerald green’, but in actual fact 
it was the standard green paint used 
by the Napier Car Company. 

As an aside, in 1909. the colour for 
America was ‘red’, which had always 
been used for Italy, now A.C. of Turin, 
being replaced by A.C. of Italy. White 


- was chosen for Germany, although 


within a few years, this was interpret- 
ed as ‘silver’. By 1936, painting of cars 
for’ international competition was 
compulsory; in addition. car manufac- 
turers were increasingly delivering 
cars for sale in ‘country colours’. This 
saw Alfa Romeo and Ferrari tradition- 


ally in red, Bentley in green, Mercedes 
Benz in silver and many French 
marques in blue. 

For the record, the Works Bentleys 
were always painted in a dark green. 
This was produced by U.K. paint man- 
ufacturer, Thos. Parsons & Sons Ltd. 
whose factory card described the 
colour as “Napier Green Nos 479 / 16”. 
Later, in 1953 the Jaguar Cars Ltd 
matched this colour with their own 
B.R.G. called °‘178-14686’. This 
changed number to ‘178-30725’ in 
1967 — just a slight shade lighter. In 
1970 this again lightened off to the 
new colour ‘178-33397°. The British 
Standard Institution’s colour chart for 
B.R.G. is ‘BS381C - Nos 226’, which 
since 1980 has been modified to 
‘BS381C - Nos 227’. This is sometimes 
called ‘Brunswick Green’ with the 227 
often referred to as ‘Deep Brunswick 
Green’. 

Now, back to the 2003 Le Mans 
Bentley Speed 8s, painted predomin- 
antly in B.R.G., but with a faint silver 
line. Is this to quietly confirm ‘British 
Made’ but ‘German Owned’? Will we 
ever know the full story, or is this just 
a little colour blindness? 1 all 


Photograph courtesy Bentley Motors Ltd, Crewe. 
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from the REGISTERS 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


Sundowner Overlander 

Three Register vehicles crossed the 
Continent to the 2003 Federal Rally in 
York, W.A. amongst a group of twenty 
cars carrying forty-seven members and 
friends from four Branches. 

All three Register cars, Larry & Daisy 
Lim’s Bentley R-type Continental, Andy 
& Alex McFarland’s recently acquired 
Silver Dawn and our Silver Dawn ‘Helga’ 
completed the wonderful fourteen day 
3,100 mile (5,000 km.) ‘Sundowner’ 
Overlander without requiring attention, 
other than adding oil and fuel. 

For the return journey, ‘Helga’ was 
transported to Adelaide and driven from 
there to save time as | was travelling 
overseas soon after to attend the 
R.R.E.C. Register Workshop at the Hunt 
House, Paulerspury, completing a further 
1,000 miles (1,600 km.) without incident. 

Victorian member John Harriman fol- 
lowed our group by some days in his 
1949 Silver Dawn, being one of the few 
members to drive both ways, and also 
completed the journey without needing 
attention. 

There were a few ‘hiccups’ amongst 
cars of other Registers however, and it 
was not an uncommon sight to observe 
such with bonnets up, or with protruding 
feet, at various stopping points. 

The only serious failure though, in 
terms of inconvenience, was the collapse 
of a rear wheel bearing in a Silver 
Shadow. This resulted in a four day delay 
on the return journey while parts were 
sourced and fitted at Ceduna, at the end 
of the Nullarbor. Had this happened in an 
older car of this Register, a source for 
supply of the necessary parts may not 
have been found so readily. 


Register Technical Day, Federal Rally, York 
Thirty-two members attended what 
began as an information sharing session 
assisted by Jeff Priddle, Adrian Birdseye 
and Bob Nicholson forming an expert 
panel. Amongst the more interesting re- 
sponses was the almost equally divided 
member support in a cross-ply versus 
radial tyre debate. This, | am sure sur- 
prised many of us who, having converted 
to the latter design, feel that it has trans- 
formed the handling of our cars. The 
worth of the value of this type of session, 


although all too short on this occasion, 
was confirmed. 

Bob Nicholson then highlighted the 
value of tracing the technical history of 
your car and gave examples of techniques 
adopted. 

John Palmer of ‘Flo-Kleen’ gave an ab- 
sorbing introduction to cooling system 
corrosion. John, who had at his fingertips 
a lifetime of results of various experi- 
ments and research he had initiated 
through C.S.1.R.O. and the Western 
Australian University, demonstrated and 
gave examples of some factors involved 
in this complex subject. He claimed that 
Flo-Kleen, a tannin-phosphate chemical 
base in an oxygen scavenger, has been 
found to reduce both oxidation and gal- 
vanic corrosion, and also ‘scale out’ ex- 
isting system impurities in time. Results 
conveyed on the effectiveness of this in- 
hibitor, in tablet form, were impressive 
enough for many of us to purchase a 
quantity for trial. The importance and 
techniques for closing an ‘open’ cooling 
system, and then confirming its sealing 
against oxygen entry, were also given. 


RREC Bulletin 

Those in the R.R.E.C. will have, or 
should have by now read Norman 
Geeson's excellent article ‘Cylinder 
Blocks and a few Deviations’ (Part | 
Bulletin 253, Part 2 Bulletin 256, Part 3 still 
to come). This work is the result of con- 


siderable research of Company records 
now stored at the R.R.E.C. premises at 
Paulespury. It describes shortcomings 
with our engine design, not previously 
published in the detail described here, to 
my knowledge, and gives sound practical 
guidance for rectification. It is clearly es- 
sential reading for anyone contemplating 
engine reconditioning, 

The requirements set down for cylin- 
der restoration are quite exacting 
though, and | would be very pleased to 
hear from anyone who knows of a ma- 
chine shop considered capable of reliably 
working to the detail Norman Geeson 
has set down in Part 2. 

This work is a major step towards a 
better understanding of our Register 
vehicles, and hence a real contribution 
towards their preservation. 


Register Social Weekend 
This has been brought forward to 
October 3rd, 4th and 5th from the previ- 
ously announced October 25/26, and is 
to be held now at Tumut, midway be- 
tween Sydney and Melbourne. Please 
consult the details given elsewhere in this 
issue (page 4123). 
| hope that this will encourage you to 
attend. 
Good Motoring 
Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


67 Rembrandt Drive, Middle Cove, 
N.S.W. 2068. ’Phone/Fax 02-9958-283 | 
lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


At the RRE.C. Register Workshop at the Hunt House it all sounds so easy when experienced Rolls-Royce 
mechanic David Haines describes how to remove it, and then how to fix it, with the aid of the Club’s Bentley 
Mk VI chassis and kit of disassembled components, Photo by Tony Jenkins, R.R.E.C. Mk VI & Silver Wraith 
Registrar. 
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Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


New Registrar 


The activities of the Silver Shadow, 
Bentley T & Derivatives Register have 
brought about a renewed interest in 
these cars thanks to the exceptional 
efforts of John Begg. John, you've left 
some big shoes to fill! 

My first task as Silver Shadow 
Registrar is to appoint a contact person 
in each Branch for the members whose 
cars fall within the scope of the register. 
This position would be of great benefit to 
new members who naturally will be seek- 
ing someone to talk to who knows some- 
thing about their car. 

David Gore, who also serves as the 
New South Wales Branch Technical 
Officer is the contact in that Branch and 
| am currently in discussions regarding a 
Victoria Branch contact. 

| would really appreciate volunteers 
for a similar position from the A.C.T, 
Queensland, S.A. and W.A. Branches. 

| can be contacted on 03-941 9-0314 
between 8.00 p.m. and 9.00 p.m. most 


evenings. My email address will be pro- 
vided in the next issue of PRAECLARUM. 


Happy motoring, 
Nick Lang, 
Registrar 


New Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 
Registrar Nick Lang (Vic.) at the ‘Highland Fling. 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne and Derivatives 


Register Meet, N.S.W. 


The annual SMART Register Meet for 
2003 will be held in Griffith, New South 
Wales from Friday August 29th to Sunday 
August 3lst. Griffith is only about 450 
km. from Melbourne, about 580 km. 
from Sydney, and about 360 km. from 
Canberra. 

As in previous years, this will offer a 
value-packed, interesting weekend for 
the specific enjoyment of owners of cars 
of these models. The basic cost, including 
accommodation, events and all meals is 


$225 per person on a twin share basis. 

Full details and booking form are sent 
to all members in Australia on the 
SMART Register mailing list. 

If you would like us to check that you 
are on our mailing list, or would like to 
attend (even if you are interested in 
these models but don’t own a car of 
these model types) please contact Robin 
Hickman on: 


Telephone: 03-9872-3233 
Fax: 03-9872-616| 
Email: mail@rrocavictoria.org.au 


H | ghla nd FI | Ng (continued from page 4132) 


member numbers 1 & 2 respectively! 
One of the highlights of the night 
was the awarding of a number of un- 
expected prizes to those lucky enough 
to have had the winning tickets previ- 
ously placed under their chairs. A 


major donor of prizes for the event 
was Paul Hiscocks who, together with 
his beautiful partner Kirsty, is the 
proprietor of Nina Leon Ladies Shoes 
in the main street of Bowral. Paul not 
only generously donated a major 


The Silver Shadow derivative cars, along with the 
Silver Cloud/S Series models, are equipped with a 
‘Bevelift’ jack, Bearing in mind that some of these 
cars are approaching 50 years old, their jacks are 
probably approaching or past their fatigue life. 
Your Editor recently needed to change a wheel on 
his 1966 Bentley T (SBH/ 563), and used the jack 
from his S1, which was conveniently to hand, when 
the screw snapped clean off where it is drilled at 
the top to pin it to the gear (1). On hard ground, 
the screw simply dropped to the ground and 
continued to support the car (2). On soft ground 
it would not. In any case, it is of course a standard 
safety rule never to get under a car, even partial- 
ly, when it is supported only by a jack Always use 
well made stands of adequate capacity, securely 
positioned. Keep the screw of the Bevelift jack well 
lubricated and only use it for its intended purpose 
of roadside wheel changing. 


prize, but also offered a substantial 
discount to Club members who 
‘shopped ‘til they dropped’ in his fash- 
ionable shoe store. 

Also, sentiments of sincere appreci- 
ation, which were accompanied by 
suitable gifts, were directed in a more 
formal manner to John Begg in recog- 
nition of the marvellous work he had 
done for the Silver Shadow Register, 
and to Malcolm & Lorraine Yell for 
being the principal organisers of the 
incredibly successful weekend event. 

After some quite heavy overnight 
rain, Sunday dawned magnificently, 
albeit a little chilly; but then again, it 
was winter and it all helped to add to 
the ‘Scottish’ atmosphere! After yet 


4-03 


another sumptuous breakfast, the 
golfers in the group played in the 
Rolls-Royce/Countryman Tournament 
on the nearby Bowral Golf Course. 
Others decided to do whatever took 
their fancy — more wine tasting; more 
book browsing; more antique hunting 
— or simply relaxing and doing 
absolutely nothing! 

Unfortunately, due to our car being 
a less than happy machine because of 
a cracked distributor cap, Beverley 
and I decided that it was prudent to 
return to Sydney as soon as possible, 
rather than being caught in the in- 
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evitable heavy traffic that would have 
been present later on in the afternoon. 

Those who were able to stay on at 
Berida Manor for the Sunday night 
were rewarded with the very rare op- 
portunity of viewing a screening of 
that classic MGM film of the early 
‘70s, ‘The Yellow Rolls-Royce’, follow- 
ing partaking of high tea. 

The Highland Fling was an incredi- 
bly successful event that was thor- 
oughly enjoyed by all 
enough to participate in it. It was in- 
deed ‘fa] spell of indulgence in 


pleasure’. ri 


fortunate 


Federal President Bryan Inder thanking outgoing 
Silver Shadow, Bentley T & Derivatives Registrar 
John Begg for his work in establishing and making 
a great success of the Register. 


BENTLEY 


‘BENTLEY — Fifty Years of the Marque’, by 
Johnnie Green, Third Edition, revised by 
Peter Hageman, Bernard King and Martin 
Bennett. Published by Dalton Watson Fine 
Books, 2003. 322 pages, over 500 illust- 
rations. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


The Dalton Watson series of books 
published by Lawrence Dalton have long 
occupied an important niche in the 
panoply of Rolls-Royce and Bentley liter- 
ature. Although not — with a few excep- 
tions — technically informative pub 
lications as such, they are highly regarded 
as ‘primers’ or guides to the coach- 
builder’s art, as practised on the products 
of Manchester, Derby, Springfield, Crewe 
and even Cricklewood. 

Indeed, the ‘W.O.' Bentleys were also 
featured in the only Bentley book in 
Dalton Watson’s range. First published in 


1969, then reprinted and/or revised 
three times thereafter, Bentley — Fifty 
Years of the Marque by Johnnie Green 
represented a slight — albeit welcome — 
departure from most of Lawrence 
Dalton’s Rolls-Royce books by incorp- 
orating some technical detail in both text 
and picture captions. 

Happily for all Bentley — and Rolls- 
Royce — enthusiasts, what was a fine 
book to begin with has now been further 
enhanced by revisions from three of the 
world’s leading authorities on the 
marque: Peter Hageman; Bernard King; 
and Martin Bennett. 

Dutch-born, U.S.A.-resident Hageman 
serves on the Advisory Board of the 
Pebble Beach Concours, and is a consul- 
tant to Bentley Motors Ltd. Self- 
confessed ‘listologist’ Bernard King 
would be no stranger to PRAECLARUM 
readers, through reviews of titles in his 
Complete Classics stable of publications. 
Martin Bennett is, of course, our 
PRAECLARUM Editor and author of 
several highly-acclaimed, authoritative 
books on Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 

This talented triumvirate has applied 
their collective expertise to good effect 
in a new version of Johnnie Green’s 
masterpiece. Their principal contribution 
has been to amend, add to, update or 
otherwise enhance the original text, 
particularly many of the original picture 
captions, thereby considerably increasing 
the book’s usefulness to existing enthus- 
iasts and neophytes alike. Examples of 
such revisions are ownership inform- 
ation, coachwork details, changes to pre- 


vious data since discovered to be incor- 
rect, current status, and a plethora of 
other interesting facts and figures. 

Most importantly, the character of 
Green’s book has been preserved. With 
the original photographic plates no 
longer available, modern technology was 
used to painstakingly scan each image 
from a copy of the original book. The al- 
most imperceptible difference in photo- 
graphic quality thus achieved is a credit to 
the publishers and printers as well as to 
modern computer publishing technology. 

Another improvement of note is ex- 
pansion of the previously fairly sketchy 
index into a series of comprehensive 
indices (the work of Bernard King). 
These are: a photographic index, divided 
into Cricklewood, Derby and Crewe sec- 
tions; chassis number index; registration 
number index; and a proper name index. 

Setting this publication further apart 
from earlier editions are a foreword by 
Glynn Morris, Managing Director of 
Dalton Watson Fine Books, a tribute to 
Johnnie Green (who is the late Lawrence 
Dalton’s brother-in-law) from his step- 
son William Kimberley, an outline of the 
production process by Paul Briggs of 
Lavenham Press, and thumbnail descrip- 
tions of the trio of editors. Also, some 
‘decoration’ in the form of advertising 
from Bentley and Rolls-Royce specialist 
dealers and restorers in the U.K. and 
U.S.A. 

All of which combine to make this lat- 
est, handsome offering a useful and indis- 
pensable addition to any enthusiast’s 
bookshelf. 
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Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King sports 
saloon original to this Australian delivered chassis. 
A regular on Club runs and very reliable with 
excellent documented history. An opportunity to 
become the custodian of an original bodied Silver 
Ghost. $190,000, offers considered. Mark Babidge 
08-9364-2861 babidge@bigpond,com.au 


1926 Phantom | (9YC) Kellow Falkiner tourer. 
Classic white with black mudguards. Original 
engine OT65 and ancilliaries. Body off restoration 
by Peter Lamb. 6,112 miles since purchase in 1995. 
Outstanding car in very good condition. Used by 
Prince Michael of Kent during his 1994 Australian 
visit. $105,000, Brendan Howard 07-5591|-9! 1! 
or FAX 07-559 I-91 22 


1938 25/30 (GZR4) HJ. Mulliner sedanca de ville. 
Sound and complete. Last registered 1985, in stor- 
age since. All aspects in perfect condition. Sedanca 
roof is metal sliding type, $58,000, Mal Richardson 
041 9-79-9297 malcolm@globalhire.com.au 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B162MD) deep English Moss 
Green. 4'/ litre model. Restoration completed 
1994, Original HMV radio in working order, tools, 
tyre pump, boot blind, boot lid retaining straps, 
Thai silk rear window blind, sunroof. Australian del- 
ivered with all export modifications including 
bumpers, oil bath air cleaner, suspension, Yale locks 
for bonnet and fuel cap cover and York Motors 
chassis and firewall strengthening as devised by the 
late Bert Ward. Excellent condition. Class winner, 
2000 Federal Concours, 1994 Queensland Branch 
Concours and many other awards back to 1967. 
Current Queensland registration. Current owner 


36 years, $55,000. Peter Barrow 07-3366-5069 
pandmbarrow@yahoo.com 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B2!16MD) Two-tone brown 
over sand. 4.5 litre 'big bore’ model, Faultless beige 
interior trim. 20,000 miles since complete engine 
rebuild. Suspension rebuilt four years ago. New 
Michelin radial-ply tyres. Handbook and Workshop 
Manual. Full documentation. $35,000 neg. Alan 
Larwill 03-9645-6603 


1955 Bentley SI (BI }2AN). Known missing parts 
front and rear windscreens and one bumper over- 
rider. Engine sounds very good. Not beyond 
redemption in hands of the right enthusiast. 
$6,500. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


1956 Bentley SI (BI51CM) Shell Grey over Black 
Pearl, grey interior. Refurbished woodwork. Power 
steering, complete tool-kit, original handbook. 
Class winner at 1992 and 1993 Federal Rallies, 
Bentley Trophy winner at |994 Federal Rally, 
numerous Queensland Branch Concours awards. 
Now used mostly for fast touring, a task in which 
it excels. 92,000-odd miles. Present owner |4 
years. $47,500. Jeffrey Priddle 07-3378-6009 
FAX: 07-3378-7815 jeffpriddle@bigpond.com 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SHF63) ‘Classicar’ six-light 
saloon. Tudor Rose over Regal Red. Coachbuilt 
styled interior with individual bucket seats in 
Chamois leather with Asprey's ladies’ fitted cos- 
metic cabinet. Rear centre console with beverage 
bar and television. Individua! reading lights and rear 
privacy blind. Individually styled fascia and leather 
knee-roll complete the unique interior. Exterior 
features re-styied front lights, re-styled tail-light 


area and individual wheel trims. Other subtle cre- 
ative body changes including extra windows in the 
rear passenger area make this a highly individual 
and unique car. Interior, paintwork and chassis in 
above showroom condition. Mechanically excel- 
lent. Original handbook, all tools and known 
history. $69,500. Michael Kazacos 07-5538-6406 


1960 Bentley $2 (B25CT) Shell Grey over Black 
Pearl, red interior. A well known and much 
admired Club car for over 35 years. Three owners. 
Consistent Class Winner at RR.O.C. Concours. 
Separate front seats (as in $3) and under-wing air 
conditioning. Discreet modern sound system. 
Extensive history. Maintained regardless of cost 
throughout its life. All correct tools and fittings. 
Beautiful patina. A fast, quiet touring car in out- 
standing condition. Unquestionably the best S2 in 
this country. $55,000. Denis Deasey 01 49-37-4688 
ddeasey@ozemail.com.au 


1963 Bentley Continental S3 (BC26XB) Park Ward 
coupé. Dawn Blue with beige hide upholstery. 
Number 26 of 108 fitted with this coachwork, 8 in 
Australia. Fitted with period air conditioning, fact- 
ory headrests, electric windows and lambswool 
rugs/covers. Receipts in excess of $70,000 for full 
bodywork restoration and regular Vawser Motors 
mechanical maintenance. One of the best of its 
model. Present owner 6 years, See front cover and 
article PRAECLARUM 2-02 and article Bentley 
Continentals Down Under in P6-98. $120,000. 
Keith Wherry 02-9356-2199 or 0408-28-2802 


1963 Bentley $3 (BI34DF) Georgian Silver over 
Regent Grey with superb dove grey interior. 
Beautifully restored and maintained to a high 
standard. Electric windows, air conditioning, etc. 
Mechanical inspections welcome. 2 owners in 28 
years. $64,000 neg. Greg Lewis 08-929 }-0422 (h) 
or 0417-9 1-6066 
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Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH4453) Silver (repainted) 
with new grey (Howe) leather and grey carpets. 
Owned by Club Foundation Member Tony 
Purchase since 1981. Extensively refurbished in 
past ten years. No registration. $30,000 or offers 
considered. S. Purchase (Tasmania) 03-6267-4217 


1970 Silver Shadow (SRH8384) two-tone green 
(Pewter over Brewster) with dark green leather 
and carpets. Presents and drives very well. 
Attractive and comfortable. Mechanically Al. 
Registered. $27,500. Tom Johnston 08-8234-5600 


1972 Comiche (CRH12181) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon, White with red leather. 
Very original and good condition. Air conditioning, 
electric seats, cruise control, 8-track tape player. 
$48,995. Tony Wither 03-9553-8936 or mobile 
041 2-06-6670 


198] Silver Spirit (ASBO3248) Silver Sand with un- 
marked cream leather interior. Australian delivery. 
All books including onginal warranties, full tool-kit, 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


English overlays front and rear, CD player. Original 
and perfect (not reconditioned). |63,000 km. The 
small electric ‘Corniche’ was built in England in 
1984 and has been reconditioned in Silver Sand 
with cream seats. All lights operate. Drum brakes. 
Both cars immaculate. Nothing to spend. $75,000 
o.n.o. for the two. Ray Roche 02-4353-1908 


Cars Wanted 


Silver Dawn wanted, long boot automatic gearbox 
model. John Hughes 02-9997-6133 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K.) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Coachwork For Sale 


‘ol SEt 


ral : 
1932 Martin & King saloon body in very good con- 
dition available for a reasonable offer. Perfect for a 
Phantom | or Il as it has been removed from the 
long wheelbase Silver Ghost chassis to which it was 
fitted in 1932. Interior in excellent restored condi- 
tion. Currently located in a Perth restorer’s work- 
shop. Keith Drew 03-6265-2788 


Parts For Sale 


Silver Dawn/Bentley Mk VI/R-type front bumper, 
brand new in onginal packing case, no overnders, 
$800; 20/25 complete ignition switch, $300; dial- 
winding clock, black/white dial, $350. Terry Bruce 
03-9772-2973 


CAV bell-shaped headlights, mint condition origi- 
nal, sell or swap for Lucas; set of castings for Auster 
rear screen; Silver Ghost thermostat housing, bal- 
ancer and pinion; Phantom Ill new old stock piston 
set, standard, and crown wheel & pinion; Silver 
Dawn/Mk VI triple-row pinion bearing, rubber 
mud-flaps and stone guards; Silver Cloud/S 
Series quarter-window rubbers. Max Houston 
02-4373-1052 or 0407-66-9459 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
*Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Parts For Sale 


6 only new, still in wrappers, 895 x 135 beaded 
edge Betco tyres and tubes. $2,200 Jeff Black 
07-3207-3632 


Parts Wanted 


Fuse holders to suit Silver Cloud Il. Peter Jordan- 
Hill 03-9800-5433 or FAX 03-9800-5466 


Wanted; jack for 1923 20 Horsepower. David 
Vann 07-3265-2999 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


1997 Continental T handbook with slip-case, dark 
green leather with gold blocking. $225 inc. postage 
& packing, This stunning coupé was among the last 
true Rolls-Royce products, recently discontinued. 
Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘Phone & FAX) 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 
John Handley Restorations 
’Phone/FAX 07-4159-9 143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
contro! valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche ete. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Coriche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
PO. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad, of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RRO.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 2st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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NRMA 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we’ll take as much care of 
your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 


4146 PRACLARVM 


Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special 
car for sale, you could benefit from the impact of a 
display advertisement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s 
national magazine that goes to all members of all 
Branches of the Club Australia-wide, as well as to 
members and subscribers in a number of other 
countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted in electronic 
or camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid 
out to your requirements on the Club’s computer 
system as a free service. Compare these highly 
competitive and economical GST-inclusive rates 
(colour extra): 


Size: 


Cost per issue: 


Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 
Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 
Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 
*Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7 140 


Your ear alee bes netaty fisnctions 
end parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 
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ACHIEVE PERFECTION! 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 
Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic and we can custom produce discs for almost any car. 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 


* eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMARR DISK LTD. 


helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
° eee everything needed for installation HO) Bax’ 10,iGlen Elion, EA Aaa ee OSA 
ee Tel: (707) 938-9347; Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


Bentleys 
and Rolls 
Royce 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity. N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


Vintage $#Hlotor ®arage Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


and 


BODY WORKS Visit our website 


vintagemotorgarage.com 
Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 


Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


>| 


swCie 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
eye Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 | 


SPECIAL 
INSURANEE— 
FOR SPECIAL 
VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price. 
M@ Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Mi No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for M@ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
@ You have the option to choose your own repairer M@ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


@ In the event of total toss you will have automatic re- M@ Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 


BHRBRBRHREHEHER HEHE RHR HR HERE HRHRE RE BR REE RRP eRe ee eee eee eee 
FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www.shannons.com.au 
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